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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Closing film of the 27th edition of Les Rendez-vous du cinéma québécois

LES PETITS GÉANTS

by Anaïs Barbeau-Lavalette and Émile Proulx-Cloutier
Montreal, January 29, 2009 — Les Rendez-vous du cinéma québécois and Locomotion are pleased to announce that the documentary Les Petits géants by Anaïs Barbeau-Lavalette and Émile Proulx-Cloutier, produced by Amérimage-Spectra, will have its premiere as closing film of the 27th edition of Les Rendez-vous. The film will be presented on Saturday, February 28, at 7 p.m., at the Imperial Cinema.   

There is Maxime who lives in a foster home and who sees his father only a few minutes a day. There is Partheepan who is at the top of his class in French, but whose mother only understands Tamil.  There is also Éric, shy and reserved. And finally, there are Jimmy and Pierre-Christopher who have never touched a piano in their life. Les Petits géants recounts the story of five children in the 5th and 6th grade who must complete a huge assignment: performing Verdi’s opera, Le Bal Masqué, in front of a huge audience. The countdown begins! The audience is along for the ride, witnessing each and every one of the great steps in this extremely joyful and nerve-racking extracurricular adventure that will transform their young lives. 

Anaïs Barbeau-Lavalette 

With numerous documentaries and short films presented at international festivals under her belt, Anaïs Barbeau-Lavalette’s first feature film, Le Ring, was particularly well received by critics and continues to travel the world and receive prestigious prizes. She will soon be publishing her first novel with Éditions HMH Hurtubise, and is currently working on a second feature film: Inch'Allah.
Émile Proulx-Cloutier

When he's not playing the character of Damien Paquin in the popular television series Les Hauts et les bas de Sophie Paquin, Émile Proulx-Cloutier directs short films. His first short Papa received the Jutra Award in 2005 for Best Short Film. His second, Les Réfugiés, also presented at Les Rendez-vous, will be in the official competition at this year’s Festival International de Clermont-Ferrand (France). In 2009, he will present his third short film, whose working title is La Vie commence.

Locomotion is a ‘boutique’ distributor dedicated to independent cinema. From award-winning short films presented throughout the world to inspiring documentaries and feature films, the primary purpose of Locomotion is to discover and support new talent.
It is the season of the Rendez-vous!

For 27 years now, the Rendez-vous du cinéma québécois has been actively promoting Quebec films and filmmakers. The 27th edition of this most comprehensive celebration of our national cinema will take place in Montreal from February 18 to 28, 2009, at the Cinémathèque québécoise, the NFB Cinema, the Cinéma Beaubien, the Cinéma du Parc, the Segal Centre and the Grande Bibliothèque. The complete festival program will be available on-line starting February 4, 2009, at www.rvcq.com.
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The complete program of the 27th edition of Les Rendez-vous du cinéma québécois will be announced at a press conference on Wednesday, February 4th at 10 a.m. at the Cinémathèque québécoise (335 de Maisonneuve Blvd. East).
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